
aP1 aPPliCation 
ManagEMEnt 
- tiME For a 
CHangE?

n april, an article was published online detailing the most 
common reasons why ap1 applications are rejected by 
the Land registry. it named human error as the biggest 

culprit, particularly in instances where identity information was not 
supplied for all parties. These issues then result in a requisition, 
which can hold up the process and delay the matter. reading 
articles like this make me want to talk about exciting, game 
changing technology in conveyancing, and how we can combat 
these common problems.

in such a process and form heavy industry it makes sense to 
leverage savvy automation of information through clever integrated 
systems in order to minimise time spent filling in forms such as the 
ap1 application, and reduce the possibility of the all too common 
human error. in addition to this, the importance of being able to 
prioritise and keep track of all ap1 applications in a simple and 
effective way is the ultimate time saving measure and combats the 
need for those diarised reminders, which are often missed.

however, the form filling and admin of these applications isn’t the 
only issue. requisitions can now be easily managed due to the 
development of a user-friendly chat-style interface, where you can 
communicate with the Land registry directly, as well as having 
the ability to upload any supporting documentation in order to 
establish an audit trail that is easily accessible.

with infoTrack introducing an ap1 application solution 
encompassing all of the above, there is no longer an excuse for 
using semi-integrated technology, or relying on manual keying and 
administration of every ap1 application.

The rise and accessibility of the internet has been incredibly 
powerful and enabled businesses like infoTrack to work towards 
closing the gap in terms of technology between small firms, using 
out of the box solutions and big firms with bespoke software. 
we are working to develop the kind of technology that firms 
often have built bespoke for their needs and making it available 
for everyone, from sole practioners through to Top 150 firms. 
By building powerful, efficient technology that is accessible and 
affordable for everyone, we aim to level the playing field when it 
comes to legal technology.

while solutions like our ap1 dashboard tool continues to gain 
momentum and inspire those who have seen the system in action, 
questions around reluctance to try new technology are still 
common. Designed with the conveyancer in mind, the key is to use 
simple but smart technology to manage these compulsory tasks, 
to keep your team and firm ahead of the game. 

aDaM BullIoN, Head of Marketing, InfoTrack.

tHE FinanCial 
adVisEr: 
nEEdlEss 
intErMEdiary 
or PriCElEss 
PartnEr?

ometimes in life there are too many middle men. The 
person who passes you a paper towel in the bar toilet, the 
second waiter on the american restaurant bill who wants 

their own specific tip, the football agent taking home a third of the 
world-record fee; it is not always clear what value each of these 
adds. should we include financial advisers in the list? Let us look 
at a few of the reasons why you might not be in a position to live 
without one.

You need decent investment returns. in an age when you are as 
likely to look online for a basic medical diagnosis as you are to 
visit your gp, it is tempting to think that a similarly DiY approach 
to investment can yield promising and cost-effective results. if you 
have the time, inclination and emotionally-detached investment 
discipline to do so, you may be right. if not, an adviser should be 
able to get you the results you’re after. You are, after all, employing 
them to pick better investments than you can, over and above the 
differential cost of having them on board - if they can’t do that, 
they’re not doing enough.

You need someone to save you some time. You don’t have enough 
of it - you’re busy earning the funds you’re looking to invest or 
spending time with the family you’re investing the funds for.

You need an expert. pensions are impossibly complicated but 
also a source of free money from the government and tax-free 
growth. annual tax allowances should be used to boost returns, 
as the magic effect of compound returns is just as striking in 
reverse when tax charges regularly eat away at your investments. 
Your adviser will have their finger on the legislative pulse in all 
areas, ensuring you’re making the most of your entitlements while 
avoiding the punitive pitfalls.

You need to know when you’ve got enough. Terrifying for some, 
liberating for others, the prospect of retirement can nonetheless 
be quantified. Your adviser can tell you how much you need, or 
how much you could afford to spend if you stopped tomorrow.

if these arguments strike a chord, employing an adviser could 
make a real, tangible and quantifiable difference to your financial 
position. Make it someone cost-effective, who can demonstrate 
that the advice will more than pay for itself, and you will think of 
them as middle men no more. 

GeorGe MCGaIrl, Chartered Financial Planner, Saunderson House
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